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325A HFR 
BACKSTAIRS 9-11 

ADV FOR WEEKEND SEPT 14-15 ·, 
BY HELEN THO~A S -~ .· .. ~. :· . 
UPI WHITE HOUSE REPORTER :,. ·: ~·. · .:·., 

WA SHINGTON CUPI >---BACKSTAIRS IN THE WHITE HOUSE: 
A NEW PALACE GUARD IS DEVELOPING AROUND PRESIDENT FORD WITH SOME 

CF THE SAME OVERTONES OF A DESIRE FOR POWER THAT SHATTERED THE NIXON 
WHITE HOUSE. 

ONE TOP AIDE IN PARTICULAR, WHO IS ONE OF FORD'S CLOSEST ADVISERS, 
IS .CAUSING CONS.TERNATION fl.VONG OTHER SENIOR ADVISERS WHO FEEL HE t·1AY 

BE CREATING AN "IMPERIAL PRESIDENCY." 
ACCORDING TO SOURCES, THIS AIDE MAKES NIXON'S F£f,~ED FORMER CHIEF 

OF STAFF H. R. HALDE~AN "LOOK LIKE A CHOIR BCY." 
THE AIDE HAS ASSLJr·!ED A POSTION OF DOLUiG OUT ALL WHITE HOUSE 

ffiIVILEGES SUCH AS BEING CHAUFFEUR TO WORK IN A WHITE HOUSE CAR OR 
BEING PERMITTED TO EAT IN THE "~:ESS." 

SOI•l: OF THE STAFFERS ARE REPORTED TO BE "TERRIFIED" or HIM. ONCE 
THE AIDE WAS STOPPED FROM ENTERING THE OFFICE OF A NIXON HOLDOVER BY 
A SECRETARY WHO ASKED WHETHER HE HAD AN APPO!NTMENT. 

"WHAT'S YOUR PROBLEM?" HE RESPONDED, "DON'T YOU KNOW WHO I AM?" 
THE JEALOUS MANEUVERING FOR P01~ER HAS PRODUCED A LOT OF "KNIFING 

AND BACKBITING" IN THE FORD WHITE HOUSE WITH. THE MAN FROM GRAND 
RAPIDS IN OFFICE ONLY FIVE WEEKS. 

FORD ·APPARENTLY HAS DECIItED THAT INSTEAD OF ·HAVING A CHIEF OF 
STAFF HE WILL USE A "WHEEL" SYSTEM, WITH SIX OR SO TOP ADVISERS 

REPRESENTING THE SPOKES. BUT THAT IS NOT STOPPING THE "SPQ}(ES IN THE 
\IJHEEL FROM JOCKEYING TO BE NUMBER ONE," SO?>l: SOURCES SAY. 

FORD HAS PAID A PRICE FOR PRESIDENTIAL SECRECY ON AN ISSUE WHICH 
INTERESTED THE NATION VITALLY. HIS AIDES INSIST THAT FORD KNEW HIS 
DECISION TO PARDON NIXON WOULD BE CONTROVERSIAL, BUT THERE IS NO 
STA TED REASON WHY HE DID NOT PERMIT THE PUBLIC TO BE PART OF THE 

llALOGUE AND DID NOT PREPARE THE PUBLIC BETTER FHIS DRAVATIC 
DECISION. . 

NEVERTHLss, HIS AIDES SAY HE IS HAVING NO SECOND THOUGHTS ON THE 
ISSUE AND BELIEVES HISTORY WILL PROVE HIS "ACT OF MERCY" TO. HAVE BEEN 
RIGHT. -.---- --~?l~·"'f'W""·t~--. .. - • .,. . .... 
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OCTOBER 17, 1974 

APPEARANCE BY THE PRESIDENT 
BEFORE THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

10:00 A.M. EDT 

in order. 
CONGRESSMAN HUNGATE: The subcommittee will be 

\ 
The subcommittee on Criminal Justice of the 

House Committee on Judiciary today welcomes the 
President of the United States, Gerald R. Ford. We 
appreciate your willingness, voluntarily, to appear 
to respond to the questions proposed the two privileged resolutions 
of inquiries and to accept inquiries from the subcommittee 
as it carries out the responsibilities assigned it by 
the House of Representatives. 

This is perhaps the first documented appearance 
of a President of the United States before a committee 
or subcommittee of the United States Congress. 

Now, the chair understands, Mr. ;President, 
that you have a conunitment at noon, and the House 
convenes at 11:30 a.m. today. With these constraints of 
time in mind, we shall proceed as quickly as possible 
to accomplish as much as we can in the available time. 

The questioning will be done by subcommittee 
Members only, and under the five-minute rule. 

President Ford's appearance demonstrates his 
commitment to be open and candid with the American 
people. It is absolutely vital for the restoration of 
the public's trust and in their governing institutions 
and elected officials that frankness be the hallmark of 
this and future Administrations. 

MORE 
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The newspaper Le Mende in Paris recently wrote 
"No European Republic invests its presidents with the 
right of pardon as sweeping and irrevocable as that which 
Gerald Ford exercised in favor of Richard Nixon. In a 
sense, the royal pardon takes over from Executive 
privilege behind which the former President took 
refuge so long as a way of preventing Congress and the 
law courts from investigating his conduct." 

Since September 8 when President Ford issued 
a full, free and absolute pardon of former President 
Nixon for all crimes he committed or may have committed 
while serving as President of the United States, several 
questions have been raised relating to the circumstances 
and surrounding the pardon and whether, as a result of 
the pardon and subsequent agreements entered into by 
the former President and officials of the Executive 
Branch, whether the full and complete story of Watergate 
and related activities will ever be known. 

In an attempt to resolve these questions, 
more than 70 Members of the House of Representatives, 
Republicans and Democrats alike, have sponsored bills 
and resolutions seeking to uncover the full story of the 
pardon and Watergate. 

These several bills and resolutions are 
currently pending before the subcommittee. Included 
among the 23 bills and resolutions pending before the 
subcommittee are the two privileged resolutions of 
inquiry considered today. 

One, House Resolution 1367, introduced by 
Represantative Abzug of New York and the second, House 
Resolution 1370, introduced by Representative Conyers 
of Michigan. The rules of the House of Representatives 
require prompt committee action on privileged resolutions 
of inquiry. Copies of the privileged resolutions were 
forwarded to the President, requesting a response and, 
following the exchange of correspondence, the President 
offered to appear here, as he voluntarily does today. 

The task we undertake is made easier by the 
personal friendship and common background we share 
in the Congress. But to faithfully perform our respective 
tasks, we must, insofar as possible, lay aside personal 
relationships and considerations. We are not here 
because of friendship, but because of the responsibility 
of Governmental system of checks and balances and 
separation of powers placed upon us to seek and 
reveal the truth to the American people about the workings 
of their Government; by cooperation, if possible, by 
confrontation when necessary. 

MORE 



Page 3 

I hope the American people, as well as the 
Congress, appreciate the importance of President 
Ford's appearance, as well as the need to do 
all we can to resolve the questions relating to the 
pardon of former President Nixon. 

I am convinced the issue of the pardon will 
not be behind us until that record is complete. 

The chair recognizes Chairman Rodino from 
New Jersey. 

CONGRESSMAN RODINO: Mr. President, as 
Chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary, I want to 
welcome you here not only as the Chief Executive of 
this great country, but as a friend, and one who served 
with all of us for so many years. 

This historic occasion and your voluntary 
appearance here only demonstrates once more the 
great institution that we are both proud to be a part of, 
and I know that your effort in coming before this 
committee voluntarily will assist this subcommittee and 
this Committee on the Judiciary in meeting its important 
responsibilities. 

And with that, Mr. President, I am going to 
relinquish the responsibility to the chairman of the 
subcommittee and to the Members of the subcommittee who 
will direct inquiries to you. Thank you for coming 
here. 

CONGRESSMAN HUNGATE: The chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Michigan, Mr. Hutchinson. 

CONGRESSMAN HUTCHINSON: Thank you, Mr. 
Chairman. 

The Chairman of the Judiciary Committee, Mr. 
Rodino, and I, as Ranking Minority Member, are ex officio 
Members of this subcommittee. But we appear here this 
morning only in that capacity, sitting at the foot of 
the subcommittee on our respective sides rather than our 
familiar places at its head. 

In this arrangement, Mr. Rodino does not 
displace the chairman of the subcommittee, Mr. Hungate, 
nor do I displace Mr. Smith of New York as Ranking Member 
of that subcommittee. 

Chairman Rodino and I early agreed that we will 
not participate in questioning our distinguished visitor 
this morning, leaving that function to the Members of 
the subcommittee regularly appointed. Our participation 
will be limited to our opening statements. 

MORE 


























































































